Examining the dalils for the beard 


written by Kevin Abdullah Karim 


In this article we shall discuss certain arguments related to the issue of "growing the 
beard". This issue has turned lately into a major talking point among Muslims. Some 
people have gone as far as accusing those who do not grow their beards and do not trim 
the moustache of unbelief. The evidences they used to back such claims are, however, 
not strong enough to justify such accusations. It's important to point out that there are 
two different views / opinions on this topic: 


is 


Growing the beard is an obligation and shaving it is forbidden. This opinion is 
championed by scholars like Ibn Hazm, Ibn Taymiya, Abu Hanifa, Imam Malik etc. 


23 


Growing the beard in mandub [ desirable ] and shaving it is makruh [ undesirable ]. This 
opinion is championed by Imam Nawawi, Ibn Hajar, Qadi Iyad etc. 


The hadeeth related to this topic are open to different interpretations, which explains 
why there are two different views on this topic. Each view should be respected. We 

[ islamic-answers.com ] agree with the second opinion [ which is the relied position 
within the Shafi Mahdab ]. In this article i want to discuss certain hadith which are often 
quoted by our beloved brothers who follow the first opinion. The aim is to show that 
these hadeeth can be interpretated in a way that supports the interpretation that: 
"Growing the beard in mandub [ desirable ] and shaving it is makruh [ undesirable ]." 
Let us take a look at the first argument: 


Argument 1 


A'ishah [ ra ] narrates from the Prophet [ pbuh ]: "Ten actions are part of the 
'fitrah' : clipping of moustache, growing of beard, use of the miswak; snuffing up 
water in the nostrils; cutting of nails; washing of joints; removing of hair under 
the armpits; shaving of pubes; cleansing the private parts with water [ after 
relieving one's self ]." The narrator said: "I have forgotten the tenth but it may 
have been: rinsing the mouth" [ Narrated by Muslim, 261 ] 


Al-Nisa'i has actually related the same hadith but with the wordings, "Ten are the acts of 
the Sunnah..." Ibn ‘Abbas reported, "These ten acts of fitra had been obligatory in the 
Shari'ah of Ibrahim and became Sunnah in our Shari'ah." Then he narrated the hadith. 
Secondly Fitra has many meanings, one of them is Islam or the millah [ nation ]. The 


messenger of Allah [ saw ] said, "The new born is born on the fitra". Some said that it is 
the physique which Allah ordained for people. Some said that the fitra is the beginning. 
Imam Nawawi said that the fitra means the Sunnah. Imam Khitabi said that the fitra 
means the sunnah according to many scholars. Tthis is the opinion we follow. The hadith 
in question also mentions the use of the "miswak" and the "removal of hair under the 
armpits". However as we know none of these acts have been made compulsory in the 
Shari'ah. For this reason one cannot proof from this hadith that growing the beard is an 
obligation. 


Argument 2 


The celebrated historian Ibn Jarir Tabari, while reporting the visit of two 
emissaries of the king Persia to the Prophet [ sws ] records: "The two [ emissaries 
] with shaven faces and dangling moustaches came to the Prophet. Disgusted to 
see their faces, he turned away from them. Then he faced them and said: 'Woe be 
to you ! Who told you to adopt such an appearance’. They replied: 'Our Lord, the 
king of Persia bade us so'. The Prophet [ sws ] then remarked: 'But my Lord has 
directed me to shorten the moustache and lengthen the beard [ instead ]" 

[ Tabari, Tarikhu'l-Umam wa AlI-Maluk, vol. 3, pp. 90-91 ] 


ds 


As for hadith nr.2 , it does not convey the obligation nor even the desirability, it only 
carries a request. Distinguished scholars recognize that not every order carries an 
obligation but every order carries a request. For the order to become an obligation it 
has to be linked to some sort of punishment or reward. So many verses of the Glorious 
Quran and many sayings of the Prophet [ saaws ] have taken a similar line. The meaning 
of the order could be either real or figurative or just a request. It does not carry an 
obligation unless indicated. When Allah [ swt ] indicated in the Quran, "But when you 
have left the sacred territory, go hunting." [ 5:2 ] or, "And when the prayer is ended, 
then disperse." [ 62:10 ] And, "Eat of the things which Allah has provided for you." [ 5:88 
] Or, "Wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer." [7:31 ]. Or when 
the Messenger of Allah said, "We have been ordered to make tasbeeh after prayers" or 
when he said, "Marry and have children, I shall be proud of you before other nations on 
the day of judgment" these ayah and hadith have all come in the imperative tenses, but 
do not necessarily carry the obligation for there are no indications for that. They merely 
mean a request. The indication needed to make it obligatory is a warning against 
punishment or a promise from Allah [ swt ] of reward or forgiveness. So the issues of 
hunting, eating, dressing up, tasbeeh, perfecting the wudu' and marriage, which all 
come in the ayahs and ahadith as orders, have not been defined by scholars as 
obligatory because there were no indications linked to that. 


Another example, it is reported that the Prophet said, "...Let no one go to the Friday 

[ jamaa ] before he performs the complete washing [ ghusl ]..." and "....The Friday 

[ jumaa ] complete washing [ ghusl ] is obligatory on every adult [ believer ]..." From the 
words of these ahadith [ quoted from Shafi' Risala, p. 222 ] one could think or argue that 
these commands [ amr ] make it an obligation [ fard ] to perform the ghusl before 
jumaa'. However Imam Shafi'i in his book Risala explains that the command is an 
command of recommended. This understanding of the Prophet's saying is derived from 
what al-Bukhari recorded about an incident from Ibn 'Umar about his father. One day, 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was standing and delivering the khutbah when 'Uthman, one of the 
people from among the emigrants and helpers, entered. 'Umar said to him, "What time is 


it now ?" He said, "I was busy and could not return home. When I heard the call to 
prayer, I did not make more than the regular ablution." 'Umar said, "And the ablution 
only, when you know that the Messenger of Allah ordered us to perform ghusl ?" 
Commenting on the incident, says ash-Shaf'i: " Uthman did not leave the prayer to 
perform ghusl, nor did 'Umar order him to do so. This illustrates that the companions 
knew that this order was one of choice..." 


When Allah's Messenger said, "my Lord has directed me to shorten the moustache and 
lengthen the beard", this does not carry an obligation but merely a request. Secondly the 
directive of growing a beard occurs in tandem with the directive of clipping the 
moustache. This paired mention adds a certain stress to the whole directive. It has not 
been said: "Grow a beard", in which case the directive would mean that as against the 
followers of these religious denominations, [ who do not have beards ] Muslims must 
grow beards; on the contrary, the addition of the second clause "clip the moustache" 
adds the stress that if something is to be clipped it is the moustache and not the beard 
and if something is to be lengthened it is the beard and not the moustache. Shayk 
Ahmad Rasheed moreover writes in his fatwa: 


There is nothing that more decisively establishes the non-literal interpretation of 
these hadiths than the above-mentioned action of Ibn ‘Umar, who is the narrator 
of the very hadith that is under discussion. For Ibn ‘Umar - despite his proverbial 
avidness is imitating the Prophet [ Allah bless him and give him peace ] in every 
respect -believed that the prophetic command to let one's beard grow was not an 
unqualified command but that ‘as explained by the hadith master Ibn Hajar’ it 
was understood as applying to situations that do not spoil one's appearance by 
one's beard becoming excessively long at the bottom or the sides.. 


Another proof that the prophetic command in these hadiths is a command of 
recommendation rather than a command of obligation is that the hadiths 
command both [ a ] the growing of full beards and [ b ] the shortening of 
moustaches. In his commentary on Sahih Bukhari, the hadith master Ibn Hajar 
relates from the great scholar, the hadith master Ibn Daqig al-‘Id that he said, "..I 
don't know of anyone who held that it is obligatory to shorten the moustache in 
and of itself..." Ifno one in the knowledge of Ibn Daqig al- Id ever interpreted the 
command to shorten one's moustache in its immediately obvious sense of 
obligation, then it is perfectly plausible to extend this non-literal interpretation to 
the prophetic command to grow full beards by saying that the prophetic 
command to grow full beards is a command of recommendation, not one of 
obligation. 1 


The next hadith also supports this view: 


Abu 'Umamah reports: The Prophet [ sws ] once came to some old men of the 
tribe of Ansar. These men had extremely white beards. Seeing them, the Prophet 
remarked: 'O People of Ansar dye your beards in red or golden colours and do not 
follow these People of the Book’. They declared: 'O Prophet these People of the 
Book do not wear shalwars and Ioin cloths’. At this, the Prophet said: 'Wear 
shalwars and loin cloths and do not follow these People of the Book'. They 
declared: 'O Prophet these People of the Book neither wear shoes nor socks 

[ while praying ]'. At this, the Prophet said: 'Wear shoes and socks and do not 
follow these People of the Book'. They said: 'O Prophet these People of the Book 
lengthen their moustaches and shave their beards". At this, the Prophet said: ' 
Clip your moustaches and lengthen your beards and do not follow these People of 
the Book’. 2 


As we know it is not fard to pray with shoes and socks on, neither is it fard to wear 
shalwars and loin clothes. Therefor we are of the opinion that this hadith can be used a 
proof to show that growing the beard and trimming the moustache are not fard, but 
recommendations. Also the first hadith [ nr. 1 ] discussed in this article, supports the 
view that growing the beard and trimming the moustache is a "sunnah" and not an 
"obligation". For this reason we are of the opinion that Prophet's statement: "...my Lord 
has directed me to shorten the moustache and lengthen the beard..", also implies a 
command of recommendation, since every command of the Prophet [ saaws ] is given by 
Allah. Therefor the hadith in which the Prophet [ saaws ] gives a command of 
recommendation to his ummah [ to grow the beards and trim the moustaches ] is 
actually a command of Allah. Therefor when the Prophet [ saaws ] said: "...my lord has 
ordered me to..." , he was actually referring to the command of recommendation [ to 
grow the beards and trim the moustaches ] that Allah instructed him to give to his 
ummah [ community of the believers ] earlier. 


2: 


Why did the Messenger of Allah [ saaws ] look with disgust at the two persian 
messengers ? The hadith in question mentions that the two messengers had "dangling 
moustaches" , i.e. "long big moustaches". It should be remembered that in almost all the 
eastern cultures, big moustaches have generally been considered a symbol of an 
arrogant and a profligate personality. Keeping big moustaches and shaven beards [ to 
accentuate the big moustache ] makes one look arrogant and haughty. In other 

words [ according to our opinion ] the Prophet [ saaws ] just disliked the fact that they 
looked arrogant and proud [ due to their big moustaches ]. 


Argument 3 


Zayd ibn Arqam narrates from the Prophet [ sws ] : "Whoever does not remove 
any of his moustache is not one of us." [ Classed as Sahih by At-Tirmidhi ] 


di 


The hadith doesn't discuss the action of "shaving one's beard". The hadith only refers to 
allowing the moustache to overgrow [ a symbol of arrogance and self-pride ]. 


oa 


Secondly not every hadith after which Allah's Messenger mentions the phrase "not one 
of us" carries or entails an obligation. This has to be looked into a little closer. Many 
ahadith came with the phrase "not one of us" but this did not mean that the requests 
were an obligation, they were only desirable actions. For example, the Messenger of 
Allah [ saaws ] said, "Whoever does not shave his pubic hair, cut his nails and trim his 
moustache is not one of us." Does this mean that cutting nails is obligatory ? The 
Messenger of Allah [ saaws ] said, "Whoever does not perform witr prayer is not one of 
us." Does this mean that whoever does not pray witr is an unbeliever or rebellious ? The 
phrase "not one of us" does not necessarily entail an obligatory action. The Messenger of 


Allah [ saaws ] said, "Three acts are wajib for me and sunnah [ desirable ] for you: witr, 
siwak and night vigil." In another hadith, Allah 's Messenger [ saaws ] said, "Marriage is 
from my sunnah, whoever dies not follow my sunnah is not one of me". This is an 
indication that muslims are encouraged to marry and that it is desirable, but it does not 
mean that marriage is obligatory. 


Therefore, the hadith has to be looked into if it contains the phrase "he is not one of us." 
It could entail a forbidden action, or a desirable one or an undesirable one or an 
obligatory one, like when Allah's messenger [ saaws ] said, "He is not one of us who 
cheats us." Cheating is forbidden, not because of the phrase "not one of us," but because 
Shariah has forbidden cheating in other ahadith. As for the hadith where he [ saaws ] 
said, "Whoever does not trim his moustache is not one of us," this only means that 
trimming is desirable. Imam ibn Hanbal said when he was asked about the trimming of 
the moustache, "It is from the Sunnah" i.e. it is desirable. 


Argument 4 


Abd-Allaah ibn Mas'ood narrates from the Prophet [ saaws ]: "Allah has cursed 
those women who practise tattooing and those who get themselves tattooed, and 
those who remove their face hairs, and those who create a space between their 
teeth artificially to look beautiful, and such women as change the features 
created by Allah". [ Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5931 ] 


Those who are of the opinion that growing the beard is an obligation comment on 
this hadith: "....The hadith mentioned women in particular because they normally 
seek to beautify themselves more than men. But the warning surely applies to 
both sexes, because the condition for the curse is declared, and thus the curse 
applies to anyone who satisfies such condition. Shaving the beard falls under this 
warning, as it is much worse than the removal of facial hair practiced by some 
women...." 


ds 


The above translation is incorrect. The hadith in question mentions "al/l-nams" . Namas 
means "plucking the hair". Elsewhere the same hadith is translated as: 


Abd-Allaah ibn Mas'ood narrates from the Prophet [ saaws ]: "Allaah has cursed 
the woman who does tattoos and the one who has them done, the woman who 
plucks eyebrows [ al-naamisah ] and the one who has it done [ al- 
mutanammisah ], and the one who files her teeth for the purpose of beauty, 
altering the creation of Allaah." 3 


Why are there two different translations of this hadith ? The reason for the two different 
translations is the difference of opinion about the meaning of the Arabic word "namas" 

[ plucking ] which is mentioned in the hadeeth which curses the one who does that. 
Some scholars interpreted it as specific to the eyebrows and some interpreted it as 
including all facial hair. We are of the opinion that "namas" applies only to the eyebrows. 
The Permanent Committee for Islaamic Research and Fataawa issued the next fatwa in 
response to the question: "What is an-nams ? And is it permissible for a woman to 


remove facial hair and the hair from her legs.. ?" : 


All praise is due to Allaah alone,and may Allaah send prayers and salutations 
upon His Messenger and his family and his companions. To proceed: “an-nams" is 
the removal of the hair from the eyebrows; And this is not permissible since the 
Messenger of Allaah [ sal-Allaahu ‘alayhe wa sallam j cursed the one who 
removed the hair from the eyebrows as well as the one who allowed such hair to 
be removed. It is [ however ] permissible for a woman to remove facial hair as 
well as the hair from her legs and arms. 4 


Shayk Yusuf Al-Qaradawi in his book: "The Lawfull and the Prohibited in 
Islam" [ p. 90 ] moreover mentions Abu Dawud's statement in his "Sunan”" that: 
“al-nams is plucking the eyebrows in order to thin them" , from which we may 
conclude that "a/-nams" does not include the removal of facial hair. For this reason the 
hadith in question cannot be used as an evidence for the opinion that shaving the beard 
is sinfull. The curse only applies to people who pluck their eyebrows in order to thin 
them. 


2: 


Notice that the Prophet [ saaws ] in the hadith in question makes clear that "al-nams" is 
forbidden. He tells his ummah that Allah will curse such people [ who pluck their 
eyebrows in order to thin them ] . If shaving the beard was sinfull, then why didn't the 
Prophet [ saaws ] say that Allah will curse those men who shave of their beards ? The 
fact that the Prophet never said such a thing supports the view that "Growing the beard 
is mandub [ desirable ] and shaving it is makruh [ undesirable ]". 


Argument 5 


Ibn Umar said: The Messenger of Allah [ pbuh ] said: "Act differently from the 
polytheists, trim closely the moustache and grow the beard" [ Muslim 2 / 500 ] 


The hadith in question does not indicate that acting differently from the disbelievers in 
this issue and in similar issues, which have no connection with their faith, is an 
obligation. It is rather a "mandub" action, and it falls in line with the Messenger of 
Allah's saying, "The Jews and the Christians do not dye their hair, thus act differently 
from them." [ Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 3275 ]. Despite this, some of the Sahabah and 
the generation after them did not dye their hair [ see Shayk Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, "The 
Lawfull and the Prohibited in Islam", p.96 |. This indicates that the imperative tense 
used here, does not necessarily indicate an obligation, otherwise none of the Sahabah 
would have disobeyed. In other words not every hadith where acting differently to the 
disbelievers has been mentioned, necessarily carries an obligation. It could also be 
mandub, but it depends on what the action is linked to, or what the action carries in 
terms of reward or punishment. The Messenger of Allah said, "Act different from the 
Jews, they do not pray with their shoes and their socks on." [ Musnad Ahmad Ibn 
Hambal, vol. 5 p. 264 ] This also has not been performed by all the Sahabah nor by those 


who followed them, and the scholars said that the wearing of shoes as an action 
different from the People of the Book is desirable, but not wajib. We gather from this, 
that the Messenger of Allah's order to acting differently from the disbelievers in the 
matter of trimming the moustache and growing the beard, is not wajib but mandub, as it 
is similar to acting differently from disbelievers in the issues of dyeing hair, wearing 
shoes in prayer and so on. 


Argument 6 


Abu Darda recorded that the Prophet [ pbuh ] stated: "I have no connection with 
one who shaves, shouts and tears his clothing". [ Abu Dawud, 1372 ] 


Rugaiyyah Waris Maqsood comments: "a saying recorded by Yazid ibn Aws who visited 
Abu Musa while he was on his deathbed. Abu Musa's wife began to weep, and the dying 
man rebuked her gently: "....Did you not hear what the Apostle of Allah said ?" She said: 
"Yes". Yazid then noted that: "She then kept silence". After Abu Musa had passed away, 
Yazid met the woman and asked her: "What did Abu Musa mean when he said to you: 
"Did you not hear what the Apostle of Allah said ? and then you kept silence ?" She 
replied: "The Apostle of Allah said: "He who shaves [ his head ] , shouts and tears his 
clothing does not belong to us". [ Abu Dawud 1372 ]. The bracketed words "his head" 
were an explanatory note from this translator to make clear that in this case the saying 
had nothing whatsoever to do with men shaving their beards. In fact, taking the full text 
it is obvious that it refers to the traditional actions of pre-Islamic histrionic grief or ritual 
mourning, which became disapproved in Islam as showing a lack of faith and acceptance 
of the will of Allah, and had nothing to do with shaving beards." [ end quote ] 5 


Argument 7 


Another of the Prophet's sayings commonly cited by people to suggest that 
beardless Muslim males will be in trouble with Allah is this one recorded by Abu 
Sa'id Al-Khudri: "From the East will come some people who will recite the Qur'an 
[ ie. nominally accept the Faith ] but it will not go beyond their throats, and they 
will leave the faith just as an arrow passes clean through game; they will never 
come back to it unless the arrow comes back to the bow' [ all by itself - i.e. 
meaning, it would be impossible ]. The people asked, 'What will their signs be ?' 
He said, "Their sign will be the habit of shaving." [ and the words 'of their beards' 
are commonly added as an explanatory note ]. [ Bukhari 9.651 ] 


Rugaiyyah Waris Maqsood comments: "Even if we assume that in this saying the Prophet 
was talking about shaving beards, it does not indicate that the shaving of beards was 
prohibited for all Muslim men, for all time. It only warns that there will come a time 
when a certain group of people who temporarily called themselves Muslims will fall 
away from the faith, because the faith had not reached their hearts, and that these 
particular people had the habit of shaving. The word 'beards' is not specifically 
mentioned at all. The passage almost certainly refers to Persian Magians or 
Zoroastrians, some of whom did nominally accept Islam, but retained several practices 


that were not allowed in Islam, including marriages within the Islamically forbidden 
degrees [ See Bukhari 4.384 ]. 


Another version of the same hadith makes it clear that the shaving actually does not 
refer to the beard at all, but the [ Magian ] habit of having bald heads ! Abu Sa’'id al- 
Khudri and Anas ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet said: "Soon disagreement and 
dissension will appear in my people; there will be people who will be good in speech and 
bad in work. They recite the Qur'an, but it does not pass their collar-bones. They will 
swerve from the religion as an arrow goes through the animal shot at. They will not 
return to it till the arrow comes back to its notch. They are worst of the people and 
animals. Happy is the one who kills them and they kill him. They call to the book of 
Allah, but they have nothing to do with it. He who fights against them will be nearer to 
Allah than them [ the rest of the people ]'. The people asked: What is their sign ? He 
replied: "They shave the head." [ Abu Dawud 2217 ]. There was also a long hadith 
recorded in Bukhari 4.558 [ from Ibn Abbas ], 5.638 and 9.527 [ both from Abu Sa’‘id al- 
Khudri ] in which the Prophet used many of the same expressions, and implied that the 
persons referred to would be descendants of a rather arrogant man who criticized the 
Prophet over his distribution of a nugget of gold to four particular chiefs he did not 
approve of. As it happens, the offensive man who criticized the Prophet was himself 
reported to have had a shaven head and a very bushy beard ! Therefore it is quite wrong 
logic to suggest that the first or any of these passages mean that every single Muslim 
who does not have a beard will be a disbeliever, or one who has renounced Islam." 


Argument 8 


The Prophet [ pbuh ] said: "Whoever imitates a people is but one of them". [ Abu 
Dawood, 4021 ] 


Imitating the unbelievers in a certain action means acting like them with the intention of 
imitating them. If a Muslim intends to imitate the unbelievers by not growing his beard 
and by not trimming the moustache, then he becomes sinful but if he does not grow his 
beard for no other reason then just a habit or because he wishes not to then he is not 
considered to be sinful. Nowadays we see that many unbelievers are letting their beards 
grow. So do we Say that we have to stop growing our beards because we must not 
imitate them ? The hadith in question cannot be used as a proof for the opinion that 
growing the beard is an obligation. 


Argument 9 


The Prophet [ pbuh ] said: "Allah curses those men who imitate the women, and 
He curses those women who imitate the men". [ Bukhari 7:773 ] 


The hadith in question refers to imitating the other gender in the manner of speaking, 
walking and dressing. Women do not have beards, nor do they shave their beards. So 
how can shaving the beard be seen as an imitation of women [ since women do not shave 
their beards ] ? Secondly if beardless men are cursed and seen as half man - half woman, 


then why does Allah swt make men beardless in paradise ? It was narrated from 
Mu'aadh ibn Jabal that the Prophet [ peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him ] said: 
"The people of Paradise will enter Paradise with no hair on their bodies and beardless, 
with kohl-rimmed eyes, all thirty or thirty-three years old" [ al-Tirmidhi 2545, classed as 
sahih by Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami 7928 ]. It's clear that shaving of the beard does not 
fall under the caterogy of "imitating women". 


Argument 10 


Rasoolullah [ sallallahu 'alahi wasallam ] said, "There were ten such habits 
amongst the people of Lut [ alahis salam ] which were the cause of their 
destruction...." Amongst these habits is listed the shaving of the beard and the 
lengthening of the moustache. [ Ibn Asaakir ] 


The people of Lut were never commanded to let their beards grow. It is very unlikely 
that God would punish or destroy people for something they were "NOT" forbidden to do 
[ shaving of the beard ]! However it should be remembered that in almost all the 
eastern cultures, big moustaches have generally been considered a symbol of an 
arrogant and a profligate personality. In other words the People of Lut were arrogant. 
Their arrogance and self-pride were the cause of their desctruction [ not the 

razorblade ]. The People of Lut shaved of their beards "to accentuate" their big 
moustaches [ a symbol of self-pride and arrogance ]. The Prophet [ saaws ] disliked this 
look [ the "combination" of a shaven beard and a big moustache ] , since it represented 
arrogance and self-pride. Notice also that this hadith [ and other narrations ] always 
mention the "shaving of the beard" together with the "lenghtening of the moustache". 
For this reason we are of the opinion that the Prophet [ saaws ] in the previous ahadith 
discussed earlier in this article, only wanted his ummah to avoid a look that would 
represent arrogance and self-pride. For this reason Muslims are "recommended" to 
"grow their beards" and "trim their moustaches" [ the opposite of shaving of the beard 
and growing the moustache ]. However a person who shaves of his beard "and" his 
moustache, does not represent arrogance nor self-pride. Moreover in an authentic 
hadith it is said that Allah will make the people [ men ] of paradise "beardless" [ al- 
Tirmidhi 2545 ]. For this reason we are of the opinion that a person who shaves of his 
beard and his moustache does not commit any sin, nor can he be described as having an 
"ugly" , “arrogant' or "feminine" look [ since this would show disrespect for the way men 
will look in paradise ]. 


Argument 11 


Some people argue that shaving the beard falls under the caterogy of "changing / 
altering Allah's creation" and cite the next quranic verse: ".....And certainly I will 
lead them astray and excite in them vain desires and bid them so that they will 
slit the ears of the cattle, and bid them so that they will alter Allah's creation. And 
whoever takes the devil for a friend, forsaking Allah, he indeed suffers a manifest 
loss..." [ Holy Qur'an 4:119 ] 


Ip 


A comparison with 30:30 will show clearly that by Allah's creation is here meant the 
"religion of Allah", because the true religion is the natural religion of man. In 30:30 we 
have: "So set thy face for religion, being upright, the nature made by Allah in which He 
has created men. There is no altering Allah's creation. That is the right religion - but 
most people know not". By the devil's changing the creation of Allah is therefore meant 
the changing of the natural religion of man which requires obedience to Allah and His 
laws. Ibn Abbas in his famous tafsir comments: "..../ and surely I will command them and 
they will change Allah's creation ] Allah's Religion...."6 


a: 


Shaving the beard cannot fall under the caterogy of "altering Allah's creation" since the 
Prophet [ saaws ] himself recommended Muslims to shave of their hair under the 
armpits and the pubic hair. I cannot see how shaving a beard is any different from 
cutting the fingernails or shaving of pubic hair. The hadith of Ibn Masud [ see 
"argument" number 4 discussed in this article ] moreover shows the Prophet [ saaws ] 
in his time only viewed: "tattooing" , "al-nams"| plucking out the hair of the eyebrows 
in order to thin them and extremely change their natural form ] and "inducing a space 
between the front teeth" as things that fall under the caterogy of "changing Allah's 
creation". In other words the Prophet [ saaws ] only condemned those cosmetic 
alterations, which belong to the category of "inducing a deformity" or taking to a 
perverted appearance. Shaving of beardhair or hair under the armpits etc. do not fall 
under this caterogy. This is moreover backed up by the fact that Allah will make men in 
paradise "beardless" [ al-Tirmidhi 2545 ]. It would be absurd to say that Allah will give 
the people of paradise a perverted look. 


Conclusion 


Some might say that the Sahabah never shaved their beards and this means that it is 
forbidden. it has to be said here that the evidence for the verdict is not related to what 
the Sahabah did or did not do. The evidence should be drawn form the request of the 
Messenger of Allah [ saaws ] to be or look different from the pagans. This request has 
not been definitive to suggest obligation. As for the Sahabah not shaving, the beards had 
been a habit that people took up before Islam and after it, and they never had the need 
to shave it [ even the enemies of Islam like Abu Jahl and Abu Lahab had beards ] . The 
same with the wearing of the amamah [ head dress ] ; no one has narrated that he saw 
any of the Sahabah walking the streets with no amamah on. The wearing of the amamah 
by the sahabah does not make it an obligation and no scholar had ever claimed that just 
because the Sahabah used to wear amamah, we are all obliged to do so. Therefore such 
evidence is rejected. 


Shayk Ahmad Rasheed states: "....to grow a full beard is a confirmed sunna because of 
the Prophet's [ Allah bless him and give him peace ] command to lengthen it and thereby 
be different from the Magians and the polytheists, and because it comprises imitating 
his blessed practice [ may the choicest of blessings and peace be upon him and his folk ]. 
Imam Nawawi even held the opinion that the sunna is to completely leave the beard 
alone and not to trim it at all, although if one does shorten or shave it, it is merely 
disliked and does not comprise any sin. It is clear from the above that large groups of 
scholars [ may Allah have mercy on them ] were aware of hadiths about beautification 
and cleanliness [ khisal al-fitra ] that were transmitted in the form of a command, and 
yet they did not understand that the command implied obligation. Instead, they 
understood that the command was issued in order to establish recommendation or to 
merely give advice....." 7 
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